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A police officer was charged in 
the State Courts yesterday with 
allegedly receiving bribes and 
betting illegally.
Staff Sergeant Woo Poh Liang (inset), 
28, faced two counts for offences un-
der the Prevention of Corruption Act.

He is said to have received $35,000 
from one Beltran Angelo Salvador, in 
return for helping him avoid prosecu-
tion for offences of insulting modesty.

Woo, who joined the Singapore Po-
lice Force in 2008, allegedly received 
$25,000 from Salvador at a taxi stand 

Cop charged 
with accepting 
$35,000 in bribes

near Outram Park MRT around Sept 
17 last year.

He also allegedly obtained $10,000 
from Salvador inside an interview 
room at Clementi Police Division on 
the same day.

Woo was also accused of commit-
ting 18 offences of illegally placing 
bets between May and July last year.

About $27,500 was wagered on ille-
gal 4D, Toto and Fifa 2014 World Cup 
matches.

Court documents showed the larg-
est bet allegedly placed by Woo was 
$9,500 on June 25 last year.

Yesterday, Woo, who has been in-
terdicted from service since Jan 29 

A foreign worker who molested 
a 12-year-old girl when he went
to a flat to install a fibre optic 
cable was sentenced to nine 
months in jail yesterday.
A district court heard that Chella-
muthu Gajendran, 36, went to the flat 
at about 3pm on March 3 to carry out
the installation works.

The girl, a primary school pu-
pil, was in the flat with her younger
brother and was reading a book in
the living room.

About 15 minutes later, Gajendran
asked the girl where the toilet was.
He then hugged her and touched her
breasts.

Shocked, the victim did not say an-
ything and moved away. She contin-
ued to read her book. He repeated 
the acts and she pushed him away.

Asked if she liked it, she replied 
emphatically that she did not. When
she asked why he did that, he said 
that he could not control himself.

The girl told her parents about the 
incident the next day via text mes-
sage as she was too embarrassed to 
talk about it. 

Her father took her to make a po-
lice report that evening. Gajendran 
was arrested on March 18.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Michael 
Quilindo said Gajendran had mo-
lested her in the sanctity of her own
home.

Lawyer Rajan Supramaniam said
that his client, a father of two, is re-
morseful and apologetic to the vic-
tim. He said Gajendran had been 
working in Singapore for the past five
years and had lost his job.

District Judge Low Wee Ping told
Gajendran that he was foolish and
that he could have faced three charg-
es and be punished with caning.

The maximum penalty for molest-
ing a person under 14 years old is five
years’ jail, fine and caning. — The 
Straits Times

Man jailed 
9 months for 
molesting girl

Engineer
jailed for 
filming 
women 
in shower

A Japanese engineer on assignment
in Singapore was jailed for 50 days
yesterday for using his mobile 
phone to take videos of women
showering in a hostel.

Go Kotozaki, 37, admitted to two
of six charges of insult of modesty 
at a hostel in South Bridge Road on 
May 29 and June 2.

The court heard that some time 
after midnight on June 2, Kotozaki 
went to the hostel’s shared common 
toilet and managed to take two
video clips of a 26-year-old woman 
showering by putting his mobile 
phone at a window ledge. 

The woman noticed Kotozaki’s
mobile phone and shouted. He 

then left the scene. 
During an earlier stay, on May

29, Kotozaki had similarly taken 
four video clips of an unknown 
woman showering at the same 
hostel. 

He could have been jailed for up 
to a year, or fined, or both, on each 
charge. — The Straits Times.

He also faces charges of placing $27,500 in illegal bets
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Unhappy that his supervisor 
had caught him for not wearing
a safety helmet at the work
site, construction worker 
Sathanantham Suresh decided to
take matters into his own hands.
After his shift on June 13, the 32-year-
old Indian national confronted the 
supervisor, Mr Miah Rajib, 23, and at-
tacked him by throwing a bicycle at 
his head.

Worker throws mountain bike 
at supervisor after dispute

Mr Miah suffered facial injuries and 
a fractured finger.

Yesterday, Sathanantham was sen-
tenced to six months’ jail for volun-
tarily causing hurt.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Esther 
Tang told the court that Sathanan-
tham was the aggressor who had 
waited for Mr Miah outside the con-
struction site “with intention to con-
front him”.

A dispute had first arisen in the af-
ternoon at the 17, Jervois Hill construc-
tion site. After finishing his shift at 7pm, 

this year, asked the judge to lower the 
bail amount from $35,000.

He reasoned that he had cooperat-
ed with investigations and was a “low 
flight risk” as his family members are 
all in Singapore.

Woo’s bail was then set at $30,000. 
A pre-trial conference is scheduled 
for Oct 22.

If convicted under the Prevention 
of Corruption Act, Woo can be fined 
up to $100,000 or jailed a maximum 
of five years, or both.

Under the Betting Act and Com-
mon Gaming House Act, a person can 
be fined up to $5,000 or jailed up to 
six months, or both.

Sathanantham consumed some alco-
holic drinks while waiting for Mr Miah.

At about 7.55pm, he confronted Mr 
Miah outside the construction site
then attacked him with his hands. 

He then swung his mountain bike
at Mr Miah’s head. Mr Miah called the
police and Sathanantham fled on his 
bicycle.

For voluntarily causing hurt with 
a dangerous weapon, he could have
been jailed for up to seven years, or 
caned, or fined, or any combination 
of these punishments.
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